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Cyclops. Storm. Nightcrawler. Wolverine. Colossus. Children of the atom, students of Charles Xavier, MUTANTS 
— feared and hated by the world they have sworn to protect. These are the STRANGEST heroes of all! 
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HER NAME IS JEAN GREY. A YOUNG 
WOMAN OF EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY, 
STRENGTH, COURAGE, PASSION. A 
SUPER-POWERED MUTANT TELEPATH/ 
¥ mB TELEMINETIC. A CHARTER MEMBER of : 
my OF THE UNCANNY X-MEN : NONE OF THAT HAS CHANGED. AND 
& oe YET-- EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED. 
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HER es A Uap sledel FEET ABOVE 

MANHATT¢ CENTRAL K-~ 1S THE SEEMING 

DES TROCTION OF THOSE 8 She LOVES BEST eS ne 

WORLD: THE X-MEN 

on WHAT COULD 
HAVE CAUSED 
THIS TERRIBLE 

VA TRANSFORMATION?! 


wOR TRY jo STOP 
PHOENIX FSH 
ATTACKS US AGAIN, / 


fe 


y%, 4h 
Ul TH 4 CRACK OF FLAME AND THE GUSTING Uy hy, : 
STENCH OF BRIMSTONE, KURT WAGNER otitis 
Be TO INSTANTLY RE- MATERIALIZE 
1; ih We THE GROUN ; 


MM MM bie. "tay 
Y/ rr ISNT THE MOST if 
Y E OF LANDINGS. ik Be Akeihes. 7) 
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I CAN’T AFFORD TO | THE TEAM IS AT STORM'S MENTAL 

TAKE THE RISK! _ : COMMAND, THE GALE 

> “ , Y CLOSES IN AROUND THE FOUR 
MUTANTS, ITS WINDS SHOVING 


; tp i MUST BU 
lf, Pa TIME TO REGAIN 
NG HER -- AND HER BURDEN -- 


THE OTHER. & 


FIGURES -- WE GET AWAY FROM THE HELLFIRE 
CLUB WITH OUR SKINS INTACT, ONLY TO GET 
TRASHED BY ONE OF OUR OWN ! 
O}- FLIPPING ~VEY! 


YOURS WAS AN ADMIRABLE PLOY, 
STORM. BUT ESCAPING ME 
WON'T BE THAT EASY. 


—_— 


WHY ARE you JSS 
ATTACKING US? 


heady 


Sel SHE STRIKES LINE THE 
&| ANGEL OF DEATH-- } 


AND AS IRRESISTABLE. AEP 


SEAN‘S ENJOYING 
THIS £ USING HER 


"_SHE -- SHE 
TELEKINETICALLY 
TRANSFORMED ME 
8. BACK INTO MY 
HUMAN SELF. I'M NO 
LONGER STRONG 
ENOUGH TO HOLD 
THIS TREE-- ! 


MBE 


ates’ 


ANG ON, PETEY! I'LL 
GET YOU OUTTA THERE! , 


aa 


*SEE X-MEN 
#108 -- JIM. 


1 MUST REMEMBER -- DESPITE 77a 

DEAR %: 

FRIEND. WE WISH TO - 

bey | HELPHER. pe : 


Gy 
a 
3 


a OR 


Ai pert’ 


IF I CAN TANGLE 
HER IN THE BRANCHES 
OF THIS TREE... 


AND DARK PHOENIX 
HAS NO FRIENDS. 


@ BUT THEN, HERPOWER We 
WAS TEMPERED BY geen 
JOY, AND LOVE. 


THERE IS NO JOY -- NO LOVE -- 


W IN DARK PHOENIX. I SENSE PAIN, 


GREAT SADNESS -- AND AN AWFUL 
ALL~ CONSUMING LUST. 


OU'LL ENSNARE WO 


my 


BEST SHOT. 


IMAGES -- HITTING ME_ THROUGH THE 
ZA, PSYCHIC RAPPORT I SHARE WITH JEAN-- 


DON'T 
UNDERSTAND ~-LOST,.. DROWN 
: ALONE... 


FOR ALL YOUR 
SKILL--AND POWER -- 


YOUR MIND CLEAN 

IN THE BLINK OF AN 

EYE-- KNOW YOUR 

CO a PLANS THE MOMENT 
YOu THINK OF THEM. 


om Y ; 7 Ge 
NOT A THING, y— SHE HITS THEM 
NIGHTCRAWLER. H 


A HUNDRED 
DIFFERENT 
@ = 


BUT THE MOMENT PASSES, THE HUMANITY 
FADES -- PERHAPS FOREVER -- 
BY STRIKING YOU AND ONLY DARK PHOENIX REMAINS. 
DOWN, I CUT MYSELF 


FREE OF THE LAST TIES YOU AND I ARE QUITS NOW, Ft 
BINDING ME TO THE X-MEN. OUR PATHS WILL 
PERSON I WAS, THE CROSS NO MORE. 
LIFE I LED. ? : 


PMY DESTINY ie 
LIES IN THE 
STARS! 


SHE REACHES FOR THE 
Ss UMMONING 


FOR A MOMENT, THE 
GODDESS - MASQUE 


H A GRIEF THAT 
TRANSCENDS THOUGHT. 


TIME: FIVE MINUTES EARUIER. PLACE: THE HELLFIRE Jan Lge Wk SS ee elmee ON THE SURFACE, 
CLUB, ON NEW YORK'S FASHIONABLE FIFTH AVENUE. Cal L/S 4 es Re THE CASE LOOKS 
YW UWE AMP be f AA (oN ox’ "AN 


F | ef ‘ "FT fff A&//x% Ls 
THE X-MEN HAVE JUST Pg SS 
FLED INTO THE GALE- Fs alta i] DURING A PARTY 
SWEPT NIGHT, A STEP | CELEBRATING ITS 
AHEAD OF THE POLICE a WARN ANNIVERSARY. 


UNITS ASSEMBLED TO F q PN We ay) 
ARREST THEM. 4. a\y r 


THEY RAMPAGED THROUGH IF ANYTHING, THEY ARE VICTIMS-- OF A PLOT HATCHED 
THE BUILDING, TERRORIZING BY SEBASTIAN SHAW, HEAD OF THE CLUB'S SECRET 
THE GUESTS AND LEAVING 4 ¢ ¥4 aes CIRCLE, A GROUP OUT, SIMPLY, TO RULE THE 


vi 


SS SEBASTIAN, I...) THANK YOU, 
JASON WYNGARDE-- T AM_SORRY ROBERT. THAT’S 
IN NEED OF ABOUT VERY KIND. 
IMMMEDIATE LELAND. 


HOSPITALIZATION. / a 


* ls atest A 2 
wa li ae 
LW A ” 4 is 

if Soave 


CRIMINALS. 


THE X-MEN WERE OUR HELP- 
LESS PRISONERS YET STILL 
THEY ESCAPED AND DEFEATED 
us. $s ED 


to 


wie 


THE MAN WITH SHAW IS U.S. SENATOR OBVIOUSLY, CAPTAIN -- BECAUSE 

ROBERT KELLY-- PRESIDENTAL CANDIDATE -- THE X-MEN ARE NO LONGER. 

INTELLIGENT, ARTICULATE, DECENT, INSIDE THE BUILDING / 

POPULAR, GIVEN A GOOD CHANCE OF WINNING MR. SHAW SAW THEM 

IN NOVEMBER. HE ANO SHAW ARE OLD j RUNNING TOWARDS 
FRIENDS. agp See A } OI CENTRAL PARK. 


1 SUGGEST YOU 
SHOW SOME INIATIVE 
AND GET YOUR. 
PEOPLE IN THERE 
AFTER. THEM -- BEFORE 

THEY GET AWAY ! 


WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, BY ALL V THERE IS, HOWEVER, CAP'N -- 
SENATOR, WE'RE OUT OF U“W/ 4A \MEANS, DOSO, ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE -- SOMETHING'S 
OUR LEAGUE HERE. MY Y CAPTAIN . HAPPENING IN 
OFFICERS AREN'T EQUIPPED Z A THE PARK ! 
TO FIGHT SUPER- POWERED J EFFECTIVELY WITH THIS 
MUTANT MENACE, AND AT 
THE SAME TIME BE 
COMPLETELY; UNQUESTION- 
ABLY UNDER FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT CONTROL. 


FOUR, OR SHIELD. i/o aS / S\N 


YOU WANT SOR Vf , eae AG ANY 
RESULTS-- Y/ : yy 
AVENGERS, OR 4 5 TSK As Tt ; td) 
THE FANTASTIC W 7s oe \\ } 


LIGHTNING -- BOLTS 
AS BRIGHT AS THE 
SUN ITSELF, ~~ 
STRIKING THE 
PARK. IT’S 
INCREDIBLE -- 
IMPOSSIBLE £ 


THE BOLTS ARE 
BUILDING IN 
INTENSITY. 


AT THAT MOMENT-- IN THE BAXTER BUILDING, HOME OF 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR-- 


: SHEESH, 
STRETCHO -- I WUZ JUST GETTIN’ALL 
NICE AN’ LATHERED UP WHEN YA 

HADODA GO AN’ HIT THE RED ALERT, 


WHAT HAPPENED, 
REED--GALACTUS 


SOMETHIN’ 7 


THIS tS SERIOUS, 
BEN! I’M REGISTER- 
ING AN ENERGY 

READING OF 
UNBELIEVABLE 
PROPORTIONS -- 
FROM SOMEONE 

WHOSE POWER 

LA COULD RIVAL THAT 

OF GALACTUS. 


we Zw 
1 ON MANHATTAN 'S WEST 
SIDE... 1 
THAT FIREBIRD 2\/ BY YI 
IMAGE -~- THE MOMENT aA HOGGOTH! Al 
IT APPEARED -~ » 9 ‘— a 
p : a 
ANY dis 
‘\ W vag Seer sy 
Ve | 
\ Dies re 
(Mie 


( 
ot 
i 


@ 


om 
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A CHILD OF 
THE STARS-- 


fA _SO LIKE THE 
SILVER SURFER*, 
AND YET, NOT 
LIKE ME 
AT ALL. 


SHE IS HUMAN, FLAWED -- 
AND THAT FLAW BIDS FAIR 
TO DESTROY HER. I 

MUST AID HER JF I CAN... 


*FOR MORE OF THE SILVER SURFER, 
SEE EPIC ILLUSTRATED *1 -- JIM, 


«IN GREENWICH VILLAGE... 


"... FOR MORE THAN A SINGLE TERRAN LIFE HANGS 
IN THE BALANCE. LEFT UNCHECKED, THIS FORCE 
COULD THREATEN THE ENTIRE COSMOS Sf “g: 


WY Mis 
(em EVEN AS THE SKY- 
RIDER OF THE SPACE - 
WAYS SPEEDS 'ROUND 
THE GLOBE -- EVEN AS 
OTHERS BECOME 
a AWARE OF HER 
EXISTENCE -- 


ROS cae 


ANG 
~~ Caps 


Ss 


~-THE 
NW O4RK PHOENIX 
NY 210s FAREWELL 


TO HER 
HOMEWORLD... 


| 1 AND SOARS 
NS SPACEWARD TO 
FULFILL HER 
MALEFIC 
DESTINY. 


IMAGE I_SAW-- 
THAT WAS JEAN'S 
PHOENIX EFFECT. 


BAS SHE LIFTS OFF, SHE 
AND BENEATH IT-- 


JUST MISSES AN 


AVENGERS QUINJET 


OTHER WAY. 


WITHOUT A FALSE 
MOVE OR PAUSE, THE 
QUINJET DROPS TO 
A_LANDING NEAR 
THE RESEVOIR ,,, 


«. AND HANK McCoy -- ALSO 
KNOWN AS THE BEAST, X-MAN 
TURNED AVENGER -- STEPS OUT 
UNDER A SUPERNALLY CLEAR, 
STAR - FLECKED SKY, _ 


THE PARK'S ON 


FIRE! 


I'D BETTER GET DOWN THERE-- FAST! 


BEFORE THE 
PHOENIX - EFFECT 
APPEARED, A FULL-# 
FLEDGED GALE 
WAS RAGING 

OVER THE CITY. 


RELATIVELY 
UNTOUCHED. 


SCOTT?! SCOTTY -- i AND, SHORTLY... MY LUNGS... CLOGGED -- 
IT'S HANKS NY] DIFFICULT TO BREATHE. 
ALSO,., FEEL BROILED. 
1... HEAR you... OTHERWISE, CYCLOPS, 
ol’ BUDDY, I AM-- AS EVER -- 
SOLVE NEW YORK’S f\ READY FOR ACTION. 
ee CRISIS nV 
U, 


STORM 2 


THROAT.., 
RA 


MOVE IT, YOU TWO! 
I’M NOT HOLDING 
THIS ALL NIGHT! 


lT'KA.., OKAY-~SEE 
TO OTHERS. 


MINUTES LATER ,,. T GUESS -- ONCE AN X-MAN, 


ALWAYS AN X-MAN. 
«ws ANYWAY, CYKE-- INSTEAD OF SOUNDING 
AN AVENGERS ALERT WHEN I HEARD THE 
POLICE CALL ABOUT THE X-MEN, I ERASED 
THE TAPE AND CAME TO SEE IF I COULD HELP-* 


HANK’S HIDING IT WELL, BUT THAT CHOICE 
IS TEARING HIM APART. HE LOVES BEING AN 
AVENGER. I HOPE WE CAN MAKE IT UP TO HIM. 


+. LET'S TURN OUR ATTENTION WEST- 
WARD ACROSS THE CONTINENT... 


AS THE QUINJET 
ARROWS ACROSS 
THE BRONX, 
TOWARDS THE 


X-MEN'S 
WESTCHESTER 

Re COUNTY 

RY HEADQUARTERS... 


NS wy 4,70 THE NEW MEXICO MOUNTAIN - TOP HOME OF 
INOTHER FORMER X-MAN: WARREN WORTHINGTON IIL, 
BETTER KNOWN AS THE HIGH-FLYING ANGEL £ 


HIS HOUSE -GUEST IS THE X-MEN'S FOUNDER AND MENTOR t ON THE OTHER END OF THE PHONE /S MOIRA 
PROFESSOR CHARLES XAVIER. MacIAGGERT -- XAVIER'S ASSOCIATE IN MUTANT 
4 RESEARCH-- AND THE MAN SHE LOVES, SEAN 
CASSIDY -- BANSHEE, A RETIRED X-MAN. 


OVER THE PAST FEW HOURS, 
MY REMOTE SCANS SHOW 
PHOENIX’ POWER [NCREASING 
ALONG A GEOMETRIC CURVE, 

WITH NO END IN SIGHT. SHE 

ALREADY DWARFS ANY 

MUTANT WE'VE ALREADY 
CHARTED. 


I CAN 
CONFIRM WHAT 
YOU ALREADY 


I THINK PHOENIX \ WANT A CONVENIENT BUZZ-WORD DESCRIPTION 
A_!S OUT OF CONTROL. FOR HER, “COSMIC ” FITS THE BILL NICELY. 


“MOIRA SOUNDED TERRIFIED -- AND I'VE NEVER SEEN THE PROFESSOR TOO MUCH POWER, 
LIKE THIS. NOT SO MUCH SCARED AS.., HAUNTED, tT FEAR, TOO SOON. JEAN 
IS_TOO YOUNG--SHE LACKS 
PROFESSOR, THE... AWARENESS 
WHAT‘ NECESSARY TO CONTROL 
HAPPENED? HER NOW LIMITLESS 
ABILITIES. 
THE SIMPLE 
EXPLANATION, 


BLAME FOR 
THIS TRAGEDY. 


THE COST. 


MONTHS AGO-- A LIFETIME AGO -- 
WHEN HER POWER SAVED THE 
UNIVERSE, JEAN GREY HAD A 
VISION _OF HERSELF AS 
TIPHERETH... 


a AND SHE DOES 
NOT CARE. 


TO DO WITH AS 
SHE PLEASES. 


DOCTOR 
CORBEAU-- 
WHAT'S 


‘MA NOT SURE. SOME KIND OF ENERGY 
BEAM-- VERY SMALL, INCREDIBLY 
POWERFUL, VECTORING SUNWARD 

p FROM THE EARTH! 


LOCK ALL SENSORS . 
a ON IT! I WANTA 5 


FULL-RANGE SCAN ! 


«- HEART ANDO SOUL 
OF THE MYSTIC 
TREE OF LIFE. SHE 
WAS A DREAM, 

| REPRESENTING THE 
ORDER AND 
HARMONY OF 
THINGS. SHE WAS 
ALL THAT WAS 
GREAT IN US. 


\ RACANWHILE, 
ABOARD STARCORE 
ONE -- A UNITED 
NATIONS SUN- WATCH 
STATION -- PHOENIX’ 
ARRIVAL IN THE VICINITY 
HAS NOT GONE 
UNNOTICED. 


Dr. CORBEAU 
( TO THE COMMAND 
DECK-- ON THE 
DOUBLE ! 


EVEN AS THE NOBEt- PRIZE WINNING CREATOR OF 
STARCORE YELLS HIS ORDERS. PHOENIX LOOPS 

THE SUN, SKIMMING ITS SURFACE AND USING THE 
“SLINGSHOT-EFFECT ” 710 BOOST HER SPEED A 
THOUSAND - FOLD. ry 


BY THE TIME CORBEAU 
Me FINISHES HIS SENTENCE, SHE = 


a /S SHOOTING PAST JUPITER, Ss. 


SECONDS AFTER EG gee | WITH RIDICULOUS, TERRIFYING EASE, 
THAT, SHE IS wi SHE CREATES A STAR -GATE-- AND 
WELL INTO THE ~ 3 ati THIS PERSONAL SPACE/TIME HURLS 
VAST EMPTINESS me HER INSTANTLY OUT OF THE MILKY 
OF INTER - My ? aa WAY... 


-- AND HER 


JUST BEGUN. 


TRANSITION TOOK MORE 
OUT OF ME THAN I 
ANTICIPATED. MY POWER 
IS CONSIDERABLE -- AND 

GROWING --BUT, FOR THE 

MOMENT, IT'S 

STILL FINITE. 


LIKE ITOR 4 
NOT-- AND 
I DON'T-- I 
STILL HAVE 

LIMITS. ‘| 


ITS DIAMETER IS A IN REALITY, ITS FUTURE CAN BE 
MILLION MILES; MEASURED IN A MATTER OF 
SURFACE TEMPERA- MINUTES... 
TURE, 6000° CENTI- 
GRADE; CORE 
TEMPERATURE, WELL 
OVER 2,000 TIMES 
THAT-~ 14 AAILLION 
DEGREES! 


MA THIS STAR 
te SHOULDDO J 
i NICELY. Gia 


see AS ITS 
SUDDENLY, COMPLETELY, 
CONSUMED BY 
DARK PHOENIX, 


I’M RAVENOUS. 
BEFORE I GO 
ON, I NEED 
SUSTENANCE. 


NORMALLY, THIS 


STAR COULD EXPECT 
TO ‘LIVE’ FOR 
MUCH LIKE OUR ANOTHER SIX 
OWN SUN. BILLION YEARS. 


ORBITING THE STAR IS A SYSTEM OF ELEVEN PLANETS. THE FE 
FOURTH IS INHABITED-- BY AN ANCIENT, PEACE - LOVING = 
CIVILIZATION. - 


ON THE PLANETARY DAYSIDE, THEY 
SEE THE LIGHT FIRST-- THE AWFUL 
LIGHT OF ARMAGEDDON-- FILLING 
THE SKY FROM HORIZON TO HORIZON 
TEN MINUTES AFTER LEAVING THE 
MURDERED STAR. 


MANY WHO SEE THIS LIGHT--* 


THE LAST THING THEY WILL EVER SEE-- ARE CONFUSED, FRIGHTENED. A VERY FEW--WHO REALIZE AT ONCE WHAT 
HAS HAPPENED-- HAVE TIME TO CURSE CRUEL FATE OR MAKE THEIR PEACE WITH THEIR GOD. THEN, THEY ALL DIE. 


FOLLOWING THE LIGHT-- AT A COMPARATIVE SNAIL'S 
PACE -- COMES THE HEAT FLARE. THE INSTANT 'T HITS, 
THE ATMOSPHERE AND OCEANS ON THE DAYSIDE BOIL 
AWAY, THE STEAM AND SUPERHEATED AIR WHIRLING 
AROUND THE GLOBE /N A FLAMING SHOCK-WAVE 
THAT OBLITERATES ALL IN ITS PATH. 


THOSE FEW : 
Monte Oe ie , 
E 9 BUT HALF THE 

TREATED TOA : WORLD DIES IN | : 

SPECTACULAR, ITS SLEEP, THEY | # 
Grime =| Ses. | 
ee LUCKY ONES. 
BOREALIS, 

BEFORE DEATH 

CLAIMS THEM. 


AIND IN THE CENTER YET SHE KNOWS THAT 
OF THE SUPER-NOVA THIS IS ONLY THE 
SHE CREATED, DARK BEGINNING -- THAT 
PHOENIX THRILLS TO WHAT SHE FEELS NOW en. , 
IS NOTHING COMPARED ne . » ULTIMATE 
TO WHAT SHE ‘ ; p Si. SENSATION... 
EXPERIENCED WITHIN ° re, 
THE GREAT M'KRANN 
CRYSTAL, * 


*X- MEN #108, AGAIN-- JJM. 


P . HOWEVER, ON THE FRINGES OF THIS 
IT ONCE MORE. fet . A DOOMED SYSTEM, APPEARS A 
TEN ma POSSIBLE OBSTACLE TO HER 
y : by . ' : : DAEMONIC QUEST -- 


... AND SHE WILLPAY 
ANY PRICE TO ACHIEVE 


--A SHIVAR IMPERIAL 
BATTLE CRUISER, 
FIRST OF ITS CLASS, 
AND ONE OF THE 
DEADLIEST WARCRAFT 
THE EMPIRE HAS EVER 
SEEN, TOURING THE 
My CO- DOMINIONS ON 
Rice) 17S MAIDEN VOYAGE. 


D'BAR! HAS JUST 


GONE SUPER-NOVA, 


SCIENCE OFFICER. 
EXPLANATION 7? 


I_ HAVE NONE, 
MILORD CAPTAIN. 


D'BAR! WAS 
AN AVERAGE, / ‘oe , 
G-NORMAL STAR, b_ g ae 
: STELLAR EXPANSION 


ELUKE. 


iT : 
CEASING -- VISIBLE 


MIGHT FLARE, | 
ies = CONTRACTION NOW 


EVIDENT JN 


BUT 
EXPLODE. Z < / 
7 2 = : PHOTOSPHERE. IT'S 


ro 


A FANTASTICALLY 
ACCELERATED RATE. 


—) 
ae 


MILORD, BASED ON THIS MORNING’S MILORD, SENSORS THE ANAMOLY IS SHARRA AND 
STARSCAN, D’BARI WAS A PERFECTLY NOW REGISTER A REGISTERING ALL K/YTHRI 
HEALTHY STAR. WE CHARTED NO ACROSS THE PRESERVE US! 
ABNORMAL MATRICES, SPECTRUM -- AS 
ON ATOMIC OR ENERGY... AND AS 
A LIFEFORM -- AND 


SUB- ATOMIC LEVELS. 


NOT -- 


THIS aie eae NOT-- 


COUL 
HAVE OCCU 


RRED. 


AT LEVELS SO 
EXTREME THAT OUR 


MAIN SCREEN --FULL 
MAGNIFICATION. 


UNLESS... 
SOMETHING 
MADE IT. 


OST Is THAT W 


IT APPEARS TO BE HUMANOID, BUT SOUND BATTLE 
WHAT KIND OF CREATURE /S IT?! STATIONS, ELUKE. 


WE WILL 
Te. ENGAGE. 
—— 


IT 1S NECESSARY. B'DARI WAS AN 
ALLY OF THE EMPIRE, SCIENCE OFFICER. 
FIVE BILLION PEOPLE --EXTERMINATED 
BY THAT... THING. THEY MUST BE AVENGED! 


A PLASMA BOLT! 
SOMEONE’ 
-_ IT MUST BE STOPPED NOW-- ‘ OTING AT ME! 
BEFORE JT SLAUGHTERS ANY OTHER WORLDS. 3 a 
AND BEFORE ITS POWER BECOMES SO GREAT § : 
THAT NO FORCE IN CREATION CAN STAND 
AGAINST IT. 


WHOEVER YOU ARE, YOU'VE JUST ~~ NOW TO MINO- 
MADE A BIG MISTAKE. 25 SCAN THE VESSEL, 
‘ (-? : FIND OUT WHAT 
SCRATCH ONE r = we I'M FACING. 
PROPULSION . 
NACELLE £ 
‘ x IT'S ONE OF 


Wing be - ° 
Se i 7 LILANDRA'S 
4 i q GRAND 


THE FOOLS -- HURT AS 
THEY ARE, THEY STILL 
MEAN TO FIGHT ME. IF 
THAT'S WHAT CAPTAIN 
B LORD JUBER WANTS, 
So ive a aa HOWEVER, DARK PHOENIX 
CRIPPLED | d WILL BE MORE THAN 
THEM -- ae te HAPPY TO OBLIGE HIM. 


WARP POWER DOWN To 40% ; BR DO YOU HONESTLY THINK WE CAN OUTRUN OUR FOE, 
WEAPONRY DOWN BY HALF -- : ELUKE -- OR THAT IT WILL LET US GO? WHATEVER OUR 
THE SAME GOES FOR , ‘ FATE, MY FRIEND, WE WILL MEET IT WITH HONOR. 


SHIELD STRENGTH. 
: COMMUNICATIONS -- ESTABLISH /NSTA- 
LINK WITH IMPERIAL CENTER / THIS HAS 


ABSOLUTE PRIORITY! I AAUST SPEAK 
WITH THE EMPRESS! 


AND, ON THE ANCIENT WORLD THAT |S THE RULING SEAT OF MUCH OF THIS ALIEN GALAXY, IN THE BEDCHAMBER OF 
ae aeons WHO, ONLY RECENTLY-- AND WITH CONSIDERABLE RELUCTANCE -- CLAIMED THE SHI'AR THRONE AS HER 


LILANDRA S 


[MAJESTY i! 
Ai 


hi "Hig 


MY LORD 

bee! CHAMBERLAIN 27 
WHAT'S THE 
MATTER 21 


MINUTES LATER, AFTER A i 
HURRIED EXPLANATION... an 


LILANORA -- 
CAN YOU 
SEE IT?! 


WE'RE BEATEN-- 
NO WEAPONS, 
NO POWER! MY 
CREW... MOSTLY 
DEAD, SHIP A 


FAREWELL, 
LILANORA --! 


"ARAKI, CAN'T YOU 
L TELL ME ANYTHING 2! 


NO MORE THAN I ALREADY HAVE -- 
I, TOO, WAS_AWAKENED 
FROM A SOUND SLEEP. 


HE 
WAR Room, 


ENTITY CLOSING, 
TAKE MY HAND, 
JUBER, MY CAPTAIN, 
MY FRIEND-- I 
THINK_THIS (S 
THE END. 


I SEE IT, 
nator 
al WERE BLIND. k=eag— lan 


NOTHING OUT 
THERE FOR US 


LILANDRA--THAT Y I RECOGNIZED IT, OLD 

BIRD IMAGE... A FRIEND-- THE PHOENIX. 
4 WHAT WE'VE 
h FEARED FROM 


THE BEGINNING -- 
AND PRAYED 
WE'D NEVER 
HAVE TO FACE-- 
HAS COME 
TO PASS. 


SUMMON MY 
MINISTERS, CHAMBERLAIN. 
THE THREAT MUST BE 
DEALT WITH, ONCE AND 
FOR ALL-- NO MATTER 

WHAT THE COST. 


EARTH -- SPECIFICALLY, A VENERABLE 
MANSION LOCATED ON GRAYMALKIN 
LANE, A FEW MILES OUTSIDE THE 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY TOWN OF SALEM 
CENTER. 


THESE YOUNG MUTANTS HAVE SEEN GOOD TIMES AND BAD, BUT IN 
ALL THE YEARS SINCE THE TEAM'S FOUNDING, THEY'VE NEVER 


at mG 

EVER SINCE WE RETURNED FROM y| THI 

i, NEW YORK, SCOTT HAS JUST SAT ORORO. 
THERE -- NOT EATING, 

NOT SPEAKING. i Zp IF THERE 


ry = : 


GET YER 
HOPES UP, 
EY. 


SH Z FS 
/7S OFFICIAL TITLE 1S "PROFESSOR 
XAVIER'S SCHOOL FOR GIFTED YOUNG- 
STERS.” IN ADDITION, HOWEVER-- 
QUITE UNKNOWN TO THE NEIGHBORS -- 
'T SERVES AS HOME AND HEAD - 
QUARTERS OF THE X-MEN. 


GIVING UP, I MAY BE STUBBORN, 'RORO, 
Bur I AIN'T STUPID. IM A 
REALIST AN’, REALISTICALLY, 
JEANNIE TRASHED US WITHOUT 
EVEN RAISIN’ A SWEAT. 


YOU THINK 
A SEM ee 


END ANY 
DIFF'RENTLY 2 


IT MIGHT, 
SHORT- 


IT'S PHOENIX-- L CAN SENSE HER IN 
MY MIND: THROUGH THE PSION/C 
RAPPORT WE SHARE. SHE'S... 
RETURNING TO EARTH -- 


"--AND SHE'S 
HUNGRY ! 


4 8 } lt 
A t Mite 


Child of Light and Darkness! 


s 


